
Subject-Verb Agreement 
 
A verb must agree with its subject in number and person. 
 
   Singular  Plural 
I person   I am   We are 
II person  You are  You are 
III person  He/ she is  They are 
   It is   
 
 
1. Two or more singular nouns joined by ‘and’ require a plural verb. 
 Gold and silver are precious metals. 
 Fire and water do not agree. 
 
2. If the nouns suggest one idea to the mind, the verb is singular. 
 Time and tide waits for no man 
 Bread and butter is his only food 
 Honour and glory is his reward 
 
3. If the two singular nouns refer to the same person or thing, the verb is     
singular. 
 The novelist and poet is dead. 
 My friend and benefactor has come. 
 
4. Words joined to a singular subject by with, as well as, etc, are parenthetical. 
The verb should therefore be put in the singular. 
 The Mayor, with his councilors, is to be present. 

The ship, with its crew, was lost. 
Silver, as well as cotton, has fallen in price. 
Sanskrit, as well as Arabic, was taught there. 

  
5. Either, neither, each, everyone, many a, must be followed by a singular verb. 

He asked me whether either of the applicants was suitable. 
Neither of the two men was very strong. 
Each of these substances is found in India. 
Every one of the prisons is full 
Many a man has succumbed to this temptation 

 
6. Nobody, no one, nothing, somebody, something, should be followed by a 
singular verb. 
 Nobody works harder than John does. 
 No problem is harder to solve than this one. 
 Something is better than nothing. 
 Someone has broken the chair. 
 



7. Two or more singular subjects connected by or or nor require a singular 
verb. 
 No nook or corner was left unexplored. 
 Our happiness or our sorrow is largely due to our own actions. 
 Either the cat or the dog has been here. 
 Neither food nor water was found there. 
 
8.  When the subject joined by or or nor are of different persons, the verb 
agrees with the nearer. 
 Either he or I am mistaken. 
 Either you or he has done it. 
 Neither you nor he is to blame 
  
9. When the subject joined by or or nor are of different numbers, the verb must 
be plural, and the plural subject should be placed nearest the verb. 

Neither the Chairman nor the directors are present 
 
10. Some nouns which are plural in form, but singular in meaning, takes a 
singular verb: news, politics, economics, physics, ethics, civics, innings, 
mathematics, etc. 
 The news is true 
 Politics was with him the business of his life 
 Mathematics is a branch of study in every school. 
 
11. Two nouns qualified by each or every, even though connected by and, 
require a singular verb 
 Every boy and every girl was given a packet of sweets. 
 
12. A collective noun takes a singular verb when the collection is thought of as 
one whole; plural verb when the individuals of which it is composed are 
thought of. 
 The Committee has issued its report. 
 The Committee are divided on one minor point 
 
13. When the plural noun is a proper name for some single object or some 
collective unit, it must be followed by a singular verb. 
 The Arabian Nights is still a great favourite. 
 The United States has a big navy. 
 Gulliver’s Travels was written by Swift. 
 
14. When a plural noun denotes some specific quantity or amount considered 
as a whole, the verb is generally singular. 
 Fifteen minutes is allowed to each speaker. 
 Ten kilometers is a long walk. 
 Fifty thousand rupees is a large sum. 
 Three parts of the business is left for me to do. 



 
15. When the subject is ‘One of’, followed by a plural noun, the verb is singular. 
 One of my friends has gone abroad. 
 One of his uncles is a doctor, 
 
16. When the subject is the formal there, the verb agrees with the ‘real’ subject 
that follows it. 
 There are many books in our library. 
 There is a book on the table. 
 There are several pages missing from this book. 
 There is a cause for everything. 
 There was an accident here last week. 
 
17. A pair of when applied to things where the two components are always thought of 
together is singular.  
 There is a pair of scissors on the table. 
 A pair of shoes costs much 
But if you omit the words ‘a pair of’ and merely use the plural word, then it must take 
a plural verb. 
 Those scissors are costly 
 These shoes are new 
 
18. Class nouns such as furniture, stationery, food, cutlery, footwear, 
information, equipment are considered as singular and must therefore take a 
singular verb. 

The furniture in this room is very old. 
 The cutlery in the cupboard yesterday was good. 
 A factory with modern equipment is for sale. 
 
19. A lot of, a great deal of, plenty of, most of and some of are singular when 
they refer to amount or quantity, but plural when they refer to number. 
 One-third of the land is still fertile. 
 Some of the sugar is spilt. 
 Plenty of water is available. 
 A lot of work is still pending. 
 
 Some of the boys are very intelligent 
 Lots of fans have come 
 Half of the fruits are not ripe yet. 
 Plenty of roses are available in the market. 
 
20. Certain nouns, though singular in form, are considered as plural and take 
the plural verb. 
 The cattle are grazing in the field. 
 The people are waiting for the President. 
 The police were forced to act. 



 
21. None can take either a singular or plural verb depending on the noun which 
follows it. 
 None+ of the +non-count noun+ singular verb 
 None of the counterfeit money has been found. 
 
 None+ of the + plural count noun+ plural verb. 
 None of the students have finished the exam yet. 
 
22. Phrases beginning with ‘a team of,’ ‘a chain of,’ ‘a flock of, ‘a bouquet of’, ‘a 
crown of’, ‘a series of’, ‘a set of’ etc takes the singular verb though the word 
after them is plural. 
 A series of serials is telecast everyday. 
 A team of ministers has come on a visit. 
 A regiment of soldiers is deployed for election duty. 
 
23. If a sentence begins with ‘a number of’, the verb is plural; whereas if it 
begins with ‘the number of’ the verb is singular 
 A number of students are playing in the ground. 
But, The number of students good at sports is very few. 
 
24. Certain adjectives are used with the article ‘the’ to refer to a group of 
people in a particular condition; The blind, the youth, The brave, The poor, The 
unemployed etc. take the plural verb. 
 The destitute are taken care by the organization. 
 The brave die once 
 The unemployed are restless. 
 The youth of today are the pillars of tomorrow. 
 
Nationality words referring to the people of a particular nation take the plural verb. 
 The French love good food. 
 The Japanese are hard working. 
 
 
Exercise 
Fill in the blanks with the correct verb form. 

1. Churchill, statesman and writer, ----- (is/ are) no more. 
2. Ram, along with his parents, (is/ are) going to Singapore. 
3. The North pole and the South pole (is/are) equally distant from the equator. 
4. Nothing (has/have) yet been decided. 
5. The tiger (is/are) our National animal. 
6. Sheela with her friends (was/were) at the theatre. 
7. A pack of cards (is/ are) missing. 
8. Some of the music (was /were) boring. 
9. One of my friends (is /are) going abroad today. 
10. Either of the two books (is/are) not sufficient. 



11. Neither Sita nor her friends (has /have) come. 
12. Half of the cake (was/ were) eaten by Raju. 
13. Any new vehicle (has/have) to be registered. 
14.  There (was/ were) three meeting in succession. 
15.  Hundred miles (is/are) not a long distance. 
16.  A volley of questions (was/were) put forth by the quiz master. 
17.  This information (is/are) not correct. 
18. The Governor and the Vice-chancellor (has/have) come for the function. 
19. Your scissors (is/are) very sharp. 
20. Many an artiste (do/ does) not gain stand for more than one film. 
21.  A great many students (has/ have) been declared successful. 
22. The number of girls in the hall (is/are) very small. 
23. Plenty of works (is/are) to be done. 
24. The public (was/were) moved by the spectacle. 
25. None of the candidates (has/ have) filed their nomination. 
26. People (do/does) not care to segregate the non-biodegradable from the 

biodegradable waste. 
27. The girl who (has/have) scored the highest marks is appreciated by all the 

friends. 
28. The General Manager as well as the area managers (is/are) on official duty. 
29.  Neither the student nor the teacher (has / have) understood the purpose of 

the new rule. 
30. Each of the boys (has/have) managed to get a prize. 

 
 
  
 


